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The Impact of Windows 10 S on Freedom Scientific and Ai Squared Accessibility Technology Users
Recently, Microsoft announced their new Windows 10 S operating system. This OS is targeted at the education market with the ability to perform well on everything from sub $200 hardware to higher-end computers such as the Surface Laptop.  To provide a high level of security and control, Windows 10 S will only run applications downloaded from the Windows Store.  
It is important to understand the limitations this may impose on our target customer base – accessibility technology users.
JAWS and ZoomText are currently incompatible with Windows 10s because of the technical restrictions placed on applications that come from the Windows Store. The good news is that VFO is actively working with Microsoft to explore what it will take to provide our products as Store apps. In the meantime, Microsoft will provide a free upgrade from Windows 10 S to Windows Pro for accessibility technology users.
Please ensure devices have adequate memory and processing capabilities prior to purchasing Windows 10S PCs if the intent is to run either JAWS or ZoomText.
The current JAWS and ZoomText hardware specifications are:
	
	JAWS
	ZoomText and ZoomText Fusion

	Processor
	1.5 GHz i3 dual core processor or similar
	2 GHz i3 dual core processor or similar
(i5/i7 recommended)

	Memory
	4 GB
	4GB (8 GB recommended)

	Disk Space
	100 MB minimum
Additional 20 MB to 690 MB required per voice for installing synthesizers. File sizes vary depending on the voice installed.
	400 MB (SSD drive recommended)

	Video
	Display adapter capable of at least 800 x 600 screen resolution with 16-bit color (1024 x 768 screen resolution with 32-bit color recommended)
	Video card with support for DirectX 10 or higher.
Recommended: 256 MB dedicated video memory.

	Sound
	Windows® compatible sound card
	

	Touch
	5-point multi-touch display for touch screen support
	5-point multi-touch display for touch screen support



[bookmark: _GoBack]Microsoft’s Windows 10 S operating system holds a lot of promise due to its streamlined design, high-level of security, and low-cost entry points. But advanced guidance understanding its limitations and options for accessibility technology users is key to ensuring your customers purchase the right solution for their needs. VFO is committed to our customers and will continue to work closely with Microsoft to ensure our customers have workable solutions.



